How many lives does a Polecat have?

Well, one Bedfordshire Polecat seems to have been given a second one, anyway. The creature was
spotted by Bob Henry and Rory Morrisey as they were driving through Waoburn on their way to see the
reported wanowings. Rory's wife Doreen had missed the polecat so the frio tumed around to go have a
better look. Just as they amved, however, the polecat dashed into the road where it was clipped by a car.
The tric nudged it onto the verge and could see right away that the animal was injured

The Morriseys took the polecat to Tiggywinkles Wildlife Hospital in Haddenham, Aylesbury. This specialised
facility treats over 10,000 injured wild animals every year.

Update December 6:

The polecat is alive and being treated with
antibictics. Tiggywinkles staff say it has suffered a
head trauma, probably a fractured skull, as well as a
damaged eye. It is eating and if it survives will likely
not be able to return to the wild because of its aye
injury.

I'm sure the polecat would wish to thank the
Momiseys for the rescue! Thank you to Bob Henry
for sending in this great story. We'll publish updates
on the polecat if and as we receive them so watch
this spacel

Phoio by ROy AAoETiSeEy
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The BNHS

The BNHS was formed in 1946, it= main function 1o record the fauna and fiora of the county. it has over
twenty active Recorders who cover many branches of noturad history study and whose annual reports ane
published in the Bedordshire Nafwrals! journal.

Members recenve a guanery newsletier, The Munjjac. and programmes of meetngs. These mestings
inchude eld meetings 10 Bedlordshire sites and occasionally farher afield. During the winker months, there
are ilustrated lectures normally held in Elstow, Haynes, Toddingion and Mauliden.

The Socaty depends on annual subscriptions which are devoled 1o its working. as all offices are honorany.
Membership is open to anyone, whether resident in the county or not. ¥ you would ke to join the Society,
please contact Mary Sheridan, Honorary Membership Secretary, 28 Chestnut Hill. Lingiade, Lesghton
Buzzard, LUT 2TR. Ted: 013525 378243, waow.bohs. org uk

BedslLife

BedsLile - Bedfordshire & Luton Biodiversity Partnership is a consortium of government and non-
governmental agencies dedicaled to promoling the mainlenance and enhancemeant of Bediordshire's
biadversity. Thi Partnership overseses the implemeantation and monitoring of the Bedfondshine and Luton
Biodiversity Action Plan, which can be found online at www bedsbionel.ong uk,

Editor: Heather Webb
Tel: 0300 0300 6025, emai. muntjac@bnhs ong uk.

Your commenis/noles on anything that you have observed in the field, on e road or in a past Muntjac
issue are welcoma'essential for continuity. Please do send artickes o me either as an attachment via emial

or through the post Pictures are always wedcome: matenal required by 15 March 2011 please.
Thank you in anticipation.

The next Munliac will be published in March 2011 Please nole that any views are independent of the
Bedfordshine Matural Hislory Society

Beds orchard survey: looking for volunteers!

The Bedfordshire and Luton Orchard Growp and the People’s Trust for peopie’s irunt for
Endangered Species (PFTES) are calling for volunteers in Bedfordshire 10 ﬂ'ldll'lg!l"!d
help survey the county’s orchards. We know very litle aboul our orchards, 5P¢dﬂ

which is a shame consaderng our #lusinous orchand history!

Roughly 240 traditional orchards hawe been identified from senal photos of Bediordshire. Working with the
Greensand Trust and Bedfordshire Rural Communilies Charty, PTES is now looking for volunteers o help
verify these indings by conducting a feld survey of local orchards in our coundy,

Expenence Is nol regured, and raning will be proveded

To volunlesr for the PTES traditional English orchainds mapping project in
Bediordshire, please contact Anita Burmough. Orchard Project Officer
on 020 7498 4333 or anita @pies.org.
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From the Editor's Desk
Why can't nature just be ‘the right thing to do™?

| couldn't help thinking this as | listened to speakers at last month’s UK BAP (Bicdiversity Action Plan)
conference. The great and the good got up in tum to talk about conservation efforts in each of the four
countries. But I'm not sure they were really talking about conservation at all. For the speakers were saying
things like:

‘We have to engage more closely with the climate change agenda.’
‘We need to be able to demonstrate the value of the ecosystem services nature provides.”
‘The health benefits of biodiversity need to be highlighted and better appreciated”.

When | amived in the UK five years ago, the first thing my boss did was take me around the county to see
some of our important nature sites. I'm sure | was still jetlagged as | hauled myself up Tottemhoe Knolls,
while it was patiently explained to me that great efforts had gone into keeping the scrub down. In my North
American naiveté | asked why not just let it become forest? That's what it seemed to want to do, after all.
The answer was of course that the habitats had evolved through centuries of human management. That
management was needed to maintain them today, and who were we to destroy in a generation what had
taken a millennium to achieve?

That answer has stayed with me ever since. It had nothing to do with money. Or health. Or ‘ecosystem
semvices'. [t didn't matter if Totternhoe Knolls was essential to filtering our drinking water, providing
recreational opportunities for people or making Bedfordshire an atiractive place for business. It was simply
an important site and managing it was the right thing to do.

In the past there have been other ‘right things to do’. The RSPCA wasn't started because animals provided
‘ezsential companionship services'. Child labour was banned in spife of the economic arguments in its
favour. And women got the vote because that's what was fair. In fact there have been a lot of causes won
because of the moral issues supporting them.

Can't nature conservation be one of them?

These are the bees | know
by Heather Webb

It's a cold December day and | just noticed my Moleskine is getting pretty dusty. Flipping through the pages
| see my last bumblebee record was September 30. It was a lonely B. pascuorum scrounging through the
White Dead-nettle, looking much like | do when | check the freezer for the umpteenth time to see if a tub of
Ben & Jerry's has suddenly materialized. Unlike last summer when | was away for five weeks [during which
time my garden evolved into a scene from ‘Day of the Triffids'). | managed to spend a full six months with
the bees — bumble and otherwise — of my garden.

The first visitor was as usual a Hairy-footed Flower Bee Anthophora plumipes. Males and females of
thiz small, solitary, active species congregate on the Lungwort from March until May. A pair of Buff-tailed
bumblebees B. terresiris appeared on April 9: sadly | zaw only a few of them this year. They are difficult
to distinguizh from the White-tailed species B. Jucorum, which has a whiter tail, so | confess some of my
records are ‘B. temesirisAucorun .

My main visitors were the orange-tailed Early Bumblebee B. pratorum and the Common Carder, B.
pascuarum. Both species arrived in June and stayed until September, feeding almost exclusively on the
patch of Knapweed beside my wheelie bin. On June 9 | rescued a Garden Bumblebee B. hortorum from my
front window. It was the only specimen |'ve seen in the two years |'ve been in this house.

My favourite record, though, has to be a female Red-tailed Bumblebee B. lapidanius on August 1. |
discovered her near my car, tunneling into the dirt! | do hope she made a nest there so | can record her
offspring. If this cold winter ever ends, that is!

Don't forget! Thiz izsue of the Munijac is svailabie online!
Visit wwwe bnhs org.uk to check it out!
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Insects in the garden
by Rosemary Spencer, Bedford

This year our small garden has attracted more flying insects than usual. Perhaps some good sunshine in
May and June and some acceptable flowers have encouraged them.

Honeybees came first to the Cotoneaster C. horizentalis on the fence, and then with great excitement to the
large Hebe H. pinguifolia. Climbing roses and a Deutzia were also visited as the blooms caught the sun. A
Bombylius sp. appeared when cowslips came out but it didn't stay around.

Ceanothus 'Puget Blue' attracted a small bee not seen before: it sported a bright yellow middle stripe. Small
brown bees came to Hosta flowers and the Philadelphus, but found Alstromeria a disappointment. Some of
these bees hatched from tubes put up for the Red Mason Bees, and some were apparently leafcutters but
which leaves they were using were not identified.

June: On one hot afternoon, three beautiful White-tailed Bumblebees Bombus lucorum were on the
lavender bush by the front {west facing) door. Lots of hoverflies visited on the sunny days. Most were small
thin ones striped wasplike in yellow and black, but there were also similar sized brown hoverflies which
were able to sip from the flowers of nightscented stock. Grown from some Red Cross seeds the flowers
released their heady perfume at about 9pm, but the hoverflies came earlier, and had long tongues to reach
for nectar. When other flowers were over the hoverflies massed on Goldenrod, but the August cold and rain
may well have finished them off.

A couple of 2-spot Ladybirds were seen, but there were very few aphids or blackflies this year.

The big hawkers came this month, to grandson's
delight. One was identified as a Southern Migrant
Hawker Aeshna affinis.

Only one early damsealfly was seen: its tail had a
blue fip.

S July: Small White Cabbage and Holly Blues
appeared. We had few butterflies this year. A Comma
in early March hatched on a sunny day, and a Red
Admiral was eaten by the cat.

A Commeon Darter spent some time sitting on a sunny
fence, lifting off from time to time but always returning
to the sunny patch.

August: Wasps amrived on the 31 Several smart
Southem Migrant hawioer Agifing affing. Frato by Robert Geerts  small ones focused on the bay tree, for wax from the
W leaves perhaps. A new hoverfly joined them. It has a
round body and wasplike stripes but behaves more
calmiy.

There were spiders of course, mostly little ones. A thrush gobbled up the biggest cne, seizing it neatly from
the middle of the web.

Having heard about the nasty Brandon fly we were wary of biters. Some bites were extraordinarily red and
painful but it wasn't clear what caused them. However there have been no wasps to date at the end of
August in spite of dire predictions of a plague of them.

September: On a sunny day in the first week in September three dragonflies danced for about half an

hour like the Battle of Britain in miniature. There was one collision, but they seemed to tolerate each other.
They might have been Migrant Hawkers Aeshna mixia. It seems possible that the wasps were sprayed by a
concerned neighbour, as there was a strong smell of insecticide at the end of the garden and they have not
been seen on the bay tree since then.

Don't forget! This izsue of the Munijac is svailable onling!
Vit www bnhs, org.uk fo check i out!
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It was good to see a Ruddy Darter Sympetrum
sanguinewn near Longholme Lake on the 12", It
sat in the sun on a dry patch of earth, which is in
character.

A bumblebee B. lucorum came to the Masturium
flowers on the 14 but did not stay.

The equinox and a full moon today the 23=. Our
garden will receive very little sun mow until March,

but thers may yet be some moths o see. Warm
September days have inspired the big garden spiders
to make new webs in unexpected places. One caught
in my hair, climbed to the kitchen ceiling and yoyo'd
until taken outside again.

Dragonflies seem to have had a good year. The big
aones were the real stars; we are fortunate to be so
near the River Great Ouse.

‘White-raled Bembiebes Bombus lucomnsm. PFhoio by Anne Tonnes

Dining on mince and slices of quince?

Central Bedfordshire Council Ecologist Liz Anderson recently made an exciting discovery after her husband
had cut the grass. Lying on the lawn was a chopped yellow, pear-like fruit. Several others were lying in the
garden bed. Looking up over the neighbour’s fence Liz spotted a large old tree from which the fruits must
have fallen. The fruit has a strong, sweet smell, is a bit fuzzy and has very large sepals. It's a quince of
course, and judging from the great age of the tree could well be quite an old variety.

Sadly the site has planning permission and the tree is scheduled to come down. However in this case the
economic climate is proving a good thing, as development will likely not start any time soon. This gives

us time to take some cuttings which can be grafted onto new root stock, thereby preserving the quince by
giving it a whole new lease of life. For quince are like apples: because of the way they reproduce, planting
the seeds won't give you the same variety as the parent plant.

I thought vou The reason is this: an offspring is a random (to all
braught /I intents and purposes) mix of its parents’ genes.
st . Commercial fruit varieties are specific combinations

nuncibde spoon?

of parental genes which have been purposely bred for
certain qualities. If you were to plant an apple seed,
ks for example, fruits on the resulting tree would have the
" same genes as those of the apple’'s parents. However
the genes would be combined differently. This would
yield different fruits to what you'd planted. This is
alzo what makes fruit breeding so time-consuming:
mast of the offspring fruits are mediocre. So the way
to reproduce the desired apple is to take a cutting
and graft it to another tree. The cutting is genetically
identical to the original tree, as are the fruits it produces.

20 while we’'ll be sad to see the demise of such a grand
old tree, thera's hope for the next quince generation!

Editor's note: Quince might be an old Toik' fruit, but it siill makes fowvely jams, chutneys, jellies and pies!
Don't be afraid fo fry cooking with them: just search online for the many excellent quince recipes available.
The Owl and the Pussycat loved them, and so might you too!

Don't forget! This izsue of the Munijac is avaiahble online!
Visit www bnhs orguk to check i owt!
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The BRMC Guide to Grid References
by Rachel Broomfeld, Biodiversity Data Officer

At the BRMC we use grid references on a daily basis for our mapping work and for the species records we
receive. They are also vital to the County Recorders who require accurate grid references to be supplied
with records. Records should always come with a textual description as well, as this helps to make sure
that locations are accurate. In some cases the County Recorder will assign a grid reference if one is not
provided, howewver this may result in the location being less accurately recorded.

e 30 if you are unsure of what a grid reference is and how to create one, here is a brief
HT Hu summary to help you out!
HEW HE HY HE
MA I B D Ordnance Survey provides a variety of maps of Great Britain and uses a reference

WEwiMAWRE | gystem based on a Mational Grid. The diagram to the right shows the Mational
= x:-: - Grid across Great Britain. Each square is 100 kilometres and contains two letters.

wananvnz | Bedfordshire is covered by two of these 100km squares, TL and SP.

£C 50 5| Th |

ansi iz m 1hese 100km squares are then divided, creating 10km squares. The diagram below
ssuzasen e Shows the 10km grid square TLOS, this covers a considerable area from Bedford town
= sssraumim  cenire towards Shambrook in the north. The 10km squares can be divided up again into
e e it e L 1km squares, for example TLO354.

An important thing to note is that grid references are always written with the letters (e.g., TL) then the
‘eastings’ (horizontal) then the ‘northings’ (vertical). One helpful way to remember this is the phrase "Along
the hall, then up the stairs’.

The most common grid references that we use at the BRMC are 6-figure grid references. This allows
mapping to 100m accuracy and 50 we can reasonably pin-point where species or places are on a map.

To determine the 100m grid reference of a location from a map we must first divide its 1km square into

a grid of ten columns and ten rows, each numbered 0 to 9. (Columns number left to right. Rows number
bottom to top). We then append the column number containing the location to the 1km square’s easting
(the: first two digits), and append the row number containing the location to the 1km sgquare's northing

(the last two digits). For example, the red dot below is in the 8th column (numbered 7) and the 3rd row up
(numbered 2), of the 1km square TLO354, so its 100m grid reference is TLO37542.

1 i 3
51 e i
- P Confains Ordnance Survey
doio & Crovn copyright and

dotobazs right 2010

N EREE L R ey g

_mmn:mm

[ H Iy
or e 08 10

¥

e 1

Some grid references may be more suitable to use in species recording than others. 100m and 10m grid
references are ideal for the more static and rarer species. 1km grid references can be used for the maore
common and mobile species. Where possible, 2km and 10km grid references should not be used as they

4 Don't forget! Thiz izsue of the Munijzc is svaifable onling!
Visit wawey hnhs orguk fo check i oul!
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are imprecise and cover wide areas.
A few points to remember:

+  Always write the easting before the northing.

+ Check whether you need SP or TL (SP covers the west side of the county).

« A 100 metre grid reference is not a point location — it is a reference to a square within a grid of
sQuares.

+  Always double check it — it can be easy to make a simple mistake which if undetected could locate the
record in the wrong place!

Grid references can seem a bit daunting at first, but you can soon get the hang of them! And just to help
make life even easier there is a helpful application written by Keith Balmer on the BNHS website (www.
bnhs.org.uk) called Grab-a-Grid-Reference. It does exactly as it says. using OS5 maps or aerials you can
find the place you are looking for and then using the right hand options and the marker you can pin-point
your grid reference. A very handy helper to save time and effort!

If you would like to find out more about the BRMC you can find us at www.bedsbionet.org.uk, or you can
email us at brmc@bedsbionet.org.uk.

A little daub’ll do ewel!
by Jane Moore, Ranger, Priory Couniry Park

Would ewe believe it?

Sheep's fleece is proving popular for all sorts of things, the
latest being as part of the daub mix for a replica Iron Age
hut being constructed at Priory Country Park. The project,
being run by Susannah Cliver of Cecil Higgins Art Gallery
& Bedford Museum Education Service, hopes amongst
other things to discover the best mix of ingredients. The
daub, consisting of clay =oil and well rotted manure needs
a binder which iz usually straw and sometimes animal hair.
Laura Downton of Bedfordzhire's Nude Ewe project kindly
donated a bag of fleece to help with the experiment.

Suzannah commented, ‘the children have made
experimental walls before but we've never had the chance to make a mmplete hut, or to try out using
fleece. With daub it's all a question of proportion, it was easy to add too much fleece at once and then we
ended up with spongy lumps that were impossible to work, but just a little wool well drawn out should act as
a terrific binder. We will be keeping an eye on the walls to see what happens as they dry out.’

The hut builders, including 15 youngsters from Bedford
Muzeum'’s Saturday Archaeologists Workshop and staff
from Albion Archaeology, first wove a willow fence to form
" the wallzs — called ‘wattle’. They next literally ‘mucked in’,

! mixing the manure, straw, clay and fleece to form the daub
which was applied to the walls, worked well in between the
willow, and then smoothed off. The hut was transformed
from a skeletal structure to a solid-walled shelter in under
two hours thanks to everybody’s hard work.

The hut will be completed within the next few weeks and
roofed with reed or turf — and maybe some sheep's fleece
to help with the insulation!

Children from Saiurdoy Archoeology Workshops, run by Cecll Higgins Art Gollery & Bediond Musswm Educofion Serdos and Albkon
Aschasology, creofing ha el sloges of a wollle ond doud hul in Priory Counlry Park, duting o wordshop on the Fon Age, 137
Hoyvember 2010. Pholographs & Badiord Borough Councl and Albéon Archasoiogy 20010

Dion't forget! This izsue of the Munijzc is available online!

7 Visit www bnhz org.uk fo check it oul!
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Mo matter how hard one tries to avoid them, emors always creep into this and other publications. Last izsue

was 50 jam-packed I'd had to edit out of Sedn Karey's Maulden Wood Gall Report the actual list of species
recorded. Unfortunately | neglected to edit the text accordingly. An eagle-eyed reader spotted the ermor and

asked if the promised list would be in the December Muntjac.
The answer is yes, and here it is, although you might need a magnifying glass. Apologies for the small print:

fitting long lists onto single pages is just one of an editor's many jobs!

A galling oversight!

Don't forget! This izsue of the Muniiac is svaifable onling!

Visit wwew bnhs arg ek to check i owl!
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Stepping stones for Stag Beetles

The People's Trust for Endangered Species is conducting a campaign to create suitable habitat for the
charismatic but threatened Stag Beelle Lucanus cervus.

As you may know, dead and decaying wood is the ideal home for Stag Beetles and many other insects.
Stag Beetles have a long life cycle. Their larvae live for up to seven years in decaying wood like log piles
and tree stumps, where they feed on the rotten timber before emerging as beetles to breed during their
short spell as adults. These insects don't travel very far and so the number found in an area depends

on the availability of habitat when the female laid her eggs several years earlier. An adult female Stag
Beetle lays her eggs where she emerges if there is sufficient dead wood, but otherwise she needs to find
somewhere else. Our general tendency to tidy the green spaces around us can therefore threaten these
vulnerable insects, as places for them to sheiter are lost or become isolated, leaving fewer suitable areas
for female beetles to lay their eggs.

A zimple and effective way of helping stag beetles

iz to make sure that they have a good supply of

dead wood and can travel around easily. You can
leave tree stumps in situ or create “stepping stones’

by partially burying a vertical log pile. The easy-
to-follow instructions for creating 'Stepping Stones

for Stag Beetles' are available online at www_ptes.
org/?page=353. This can make a great community
activity for young people or interested groups of adults.
Burying a vertical log pile is something that anyone
can do to help increase breeding sites for stag beetles;
even a single log can provide shelter and food. You :
can also download thﬂ II'ISII'LI'EIIJFIEIET 'l'i'l'IW.FItES.DI'g"' M-:Ie Stog beedls Leuconus cereus, with the chamochershc
stagbeetles and register your log pile. Jarge mandibies. Phato by Simon . Eugsier

L el

Oh the weather out there is frightfull

Doesn't the recent cold just make you wish you could hibemate
for a few months? These photos were taken by a licenced bat
worker on a recent hibernaculum check.

These guys sure do seem to have the right ideal

L-R: Mottener's Bal Myalis naffersr, Doubenton’s Bot Myofs doubanfon
Borbashelle Barbosteilo borbosfelus. Phoios by Danny Felimon.

Don't forget! This izsue of the Munfisc is svaiable onling!
Visit wwwe bnhs org.uk to check i out!
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*You've got the entire curiculum on a table!’
by Heather Webb

On November 12 conservation groups, teachers, students, one renegade parent and an American
professor descended on the Marston Vale Forest Centre for the 2010 Bedfordshire and Luton
Environmental Education Show. The show was co-hosted by the Beds and Luton Environmental Education
Working Group and Lark Rise Lower School.

Teachers and students from lower, middle and upper
schools around the county got a chance to see what
kinds of environmental education {EE) opportunities
are available in Bedfordshire. The event included a ‘ !
series of taster session’ workshops on everything from T - [ 9
2 ".«-I-HUHIH:" =g
.- ! 5

map making to willow weaving. The Forest Centre
gallery and mezzanine became a vibrant, colourful A
marketplace showcasing the great programmes on offer
from local authorities, businesses, conservation groups
and our very own BNHS.

-

The idea for the show arose in a rather roundabout
way. For the past year or so I've been working with Dr
Mejem Raheem from Emerson College in Boston, on an
economic study of environmental education. We're trying to find out what teachers are most looking for, and
what they value most when considering EE programmes to pursue. As part of our research we interviewed
teachers from several schools. More than one teacher told us it would be great to have a single place
where they could meet EE providers to talk about what they're looking for, and to find out what's available.

And then we met Marcus Ray at Lark Rise Lower School. He immediately said, ‘let's have a trade show!”
He alzo had the excellent and cunning idea that every school attending the show should be represented by
at least two students. For while teachers will return to their busy jobs and can very easily get sidetracked by
other pressing issues, students will talk among themselves and pressure their school to do something that
excites them. So that was that: I'd work with the conservation groups, and Lark Rise would work with the
schools.

After months of work, the result was a great event
where it seems everyone had fun. The students
teased apart owl pellets at the Wildlife Trust stall and

: stroked a figer pelt while leamning about endangered
species from Whipsnade Zoo. Teachers leamed about
school gardening from the RHS, and how to ‘green’
their school grounds from Groundwork. During the

» workshops, the environmental groups got a chance to
chat and network with each other. And Dr Raheem flew
in just for the event to interview people, getting lots of
good information for our research.

It has to be said, a highlight of the marketplace was the
— BMNHS stall with its ‘Nature Table in a Box” prototype.
Tﬁ:ﬁ;;f ;”;'E;:::: ;:‘E‘T naBoetitwaahugs  Children (and teachers!) couldn't resist stroking the
' mink peit and examining a skull while Stephen Plummer
talked with them about the impacts of invasive species.
The table was covered in a wonderful display of bones, feathers, fossils, seeds, nests and fungi. One
teacher was particularly impressed: “you've got the entire curriculum on a table!’ she exclaimed.

Many thanks to everyone who had a stall, ran a workshop, and/or attended the event! Thanks as well to
Matural England for providing 80 decks of ‘UK Species Top Trumps', which the children — and adults —
snapped right up. We've already been asked about having another show next year. We'd love to if we can:
it would be fantastic to keep up the momentum!

Don't forget! Thiz issue of the Munijac is avaiable online!

10 Visit was hnhs org wk fo check i out!
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In Focus: Environmental Education Show, Millennium Country Park, November

12, 2010
Photos by Heather Webb and Nejem Raheem

‘Thase? Some e pig wants ham o buld O new
plocs: his brofher's sinow house wos blown down by a
wioll or somehing.’

‘50 | sakd o e guy, now o' how you tella
Fhomnus from a Comius, hes heelll

The masier venidioguist al wori: not
only dioes he nod move his lips, be
doesn’i mwen ops=n hils mouth.

‘D |t yode thee cine about e —
Yo, yes you did.'

‘How ‘Dout the —*
‘Y3, fhat one foo.'

Az the sconomic orsks despens and more siofl ore cut,
thie Ordnonce Sursey storts outsourcing work.

Don't forget! This rzsue of the Munijzc is available onling!

) Visit www bhs org.uk fo check it out!



Issue 157 - December 2010

Upcoming events

Jan 25 The Lost Land of the Dodo’ by Julian Pender Hume of the Natural History Museum. Recent
research has finally revealed secrets of the Dodo's lost habitat and the other animals that once shared its
island home. &.00pm at Maulden Village Hall, TL043381.

Feb 8 The national status of the Hazel Dormouse and the effects of conservation in Bedfordshire and our
neighbouring counties, by lan White, Dormouse Officer for the People’s Trust for Endangered Species.
Meet at 7.45pm at the Village Hall, Leighton Road Toddington TLOO7288.

Mar 8 Joint meeting with the Moth Group to update on 2010 acfivities, by Andy & Melissa Banthorpe and
David Manning. Meet at 7.45pm at the Village Hall, Leighton Road Toddington TLOOYT288.

Mar 13 Moming birdwatching around the RSPB Lodge Reserve, Sandy, for wintering and early spring
migrants. Meet at 8.00am in the car park TL191486. Leader: Steve Blain

Mar 22 The BNHS Annual General Meeting will take place at 7.30pm at Maulden Village Hall TLO45381,
where the Officers and Recorders will present their annual reporis.

Mar 29 Richard Grimmett of BirdLife Intemational will present ‘Conservation of Migratory Birds". Includes
the problems facing migrating birds on their incredible journeys and the work of BirdLife to address these
issues. 8.00pm at Maulden Village Hall TLO49381.

Nature nuggets

In July Defra published "An invitation fo shape the nature of England’. This discussion paper asked key
questions about how our country’s nature and wildlife should be protected and enhanced. The response
was overwhelming: over 700 full responses were received, and over 13,000 online questionnaires
were completed. This is a huge response to a government environment paper, and shows just how much
we really do value and cherish nature!

Adders are big news in Leighton Buzzard! The Greensand Trust and the Bedfordshire Reptile and
Amphibian Group recently completed our county Species Action Plan for adders. The plan was mentioned
in the subsequent GST Highlights newsletter, where it was spotted by Leighton Buzzard Observer journalist
Mick King. His article gives a nice, balanced view of this often maligned species, and i available online at
httpf'www.leightonbuzzardonline.co.uk/newsflocal’snakes_alive_and_let_s_keep_it_that_way_1_1571942
(actually, it's probably easier just to Google it!)

November was an ‘award-ful’ month for the Nude Ewe Conservation Wools Project. This
Bedfordshire-based non-profit conservation business received a national Gold ‘Green Apple Award' for
Environmental Best Practice (handed out at Westminster, no less!) In the same week the project also
received a commendation from the Chilterns Conservation Board!

Awell-loved community orchard has become Bedfordshire's newest County Wildlife Site. Fairfield
Orchard met the BAP criteria as a fraditional orchard, a declining resource in the county. It was not only
designated but also saved from the bulldozer, thanks to a local action group and the members of the
County Wildlife Sites Panel. The orchard fruits include apples, plums and hazel. Mot all of the varieties have
been identified yet, but the East of England Apples and Orchards Project folks say there appear to be some
nice old Bedfordshire varieties in there!

The financial cost of invasive non-native species on the British economy has been unveiled in a new report.
The report, entitled “The Economic Cost of Invasive Non-native Species to the British Economy’, suggests
that invasive species cost £1.7bn every year. The rabbit was deemed the most costly species, followed
by Japanese Knotweed. The report is available online from the GB Non-Mative Species Secretariat.

The results of the latest national survey show that the otter is making a dramatic comeback to our
rivers and wetlands. The results of the 5 Otter Survey (2009-2010) now =how a significant increase in the
distribution of this species, with signs of otters at 58.8% of the sites surveyed. This compares with signs of
ofters at only 36.3% of sites in the 4* (2000-2002) survey.

12 Don't forget! This izsue of the Muniiac is available anline!
Visit wwsw bnhs org.uk to check it owt!



