Dolichopodids -
the flies with
grace, poise
and glamour

Martin Drake




Common nhame

* Long-legged flies
 Semaphore flies
* My suggestion .....

Tip-toe flies

Sympycnus spiculatus
© Stephen R Diptera.info
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Other metallic green flies
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Lucilia (Calliphoridae)

Chorisops (Stratiomyidae)



swe 1.2 The Main Subgroups of the Order Diptera
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Nymphomyiidae
Psychodomorpha
Bibionomorpha

Asilomorpha
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Baltic amber, Eocene — c.40-50MY
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 Worldwide 7500 species

* 300 species in Britain
* 44 genera



It’s a man’s world
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Dolichopus popularis Dolichopus brevipennis

painting by Dawn Painter



Neurigona quadrifasciata
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Sciapus platypterus

© Pristurus Diptera.info




Syntormon pallipes Teuchophorus spinigerellus



Syntormon

hind metatarsus

S. aulicus

S. denticulatus
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Rhaphium caliginosum

Machaerium maritime



Sciapus platypterus
Teuchophorus spinigerellus - - 2mm
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Argyra argyria
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Poecilobothrus nobilitatus




Poecilobothrus nobilitatus courtship

Lunau 1996

Slow Flight

Land 1993



Poecilobothrus nobilitatus courtship

Fast Flight



Hercostomus germanus
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Hercostomus nanus

Hercostomus germanus
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C. gramineus sy
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Chrysotus gramineus

Chrysotus laesus
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16 IX (5). DIPTERA
DOLICHOPUS MALES 23

Fics 38-50. 38, 41, ¢ wings. 38, Teucophorus signatus Zett. 41, Chrysotus gramineus

Figs 62-74.  Dolichopus 3. 62-63, L. front tarsi. 62, festivus Hal. 63, trivialis Hal. Fall. 3940, @ heads. 39, Telmaturgus tumidulus Radd. 40, Diaphorus oculatus Fall.

64, 67, 69, 72, Antennae. 64, latipennis Fall. 67, longicornis Stann. 69, acuticornis 42-50, Dolichopus &. 42-43, 45, 47, Genital lamellae. 42, phaeopus Hal. 43, atripes Mg.

Wied. 72, agilis Mg. 65, 74, Wings. 65, nitidus Fall. 74, acuticornis Wied. 66, 68, 45, migripes Fall. 47, melanopus Mg, 44, Antenna of planitarsis Fall. 46, 48, L. front

70-71, 73, Genital lamellae. 66, nitidus Fall. 68, strigipes Verr. 70, nubilus Mg. 71, tarsi. 46, melanopus Mg. 48, Plﬂ"ﬁﬁrﬁ-\‘flzglllémﬂéo. Wings. 49, migrans Zett. 350,
scijer N

caligatus Wahlb, 73, andalusiacus Strob.

d’Assis Fonseca 1978
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dolichopodids
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Bedfordshire
dolichopodids
by status

Nationally Data Deficient
scarce
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Sciapus zonatulus

Data Deficient, Nationally Rare



Nationally Scarce

Chrysotus cupreus
Medetera ambigua
Rhaphium antennatum
Rhaphium fasciatum
Syntormon fuscipes

Syntormon macula
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cosmin

Rhaphium antennatum

Nationally Scarce
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Syntormon fuscipes

Nationally Scarce
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Syntormon macula

Nationally Scarce




K

~NeO

N

© Telegraph

Syntormon macula Syntormon macula
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Nationally Scarce
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Dolichopus
plumipes




final thoughts .......

* Pretty
e Easily observable and fascinating behviour

e Lots to learn about Bedfordshire’s fauna



