SAWFLIES — A BEGINNER’S GUIDE

Andrew Halstead



HYMENOPTERA: SUBORDER SYMPHYTA

FAMILIES Number of British/Irish spp
Cephidae 11
Pamphiliidae 20
Siricidae 6
Argidae 19
Blasticotomidae 1
Cimbicidae 15
Diprionidae 9
Heptamelidae 2
Tenthredinidae 439
Xiphydriidae 3
Xyelidae 3

Total 528



Cephidae — stem sawflies

Phylloeéus linearis
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Urocerus gigas
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Sirex noctilio




Argidae

Arge cyanocrocea Arge ustulata



Blasticotomidae

Blasticotoma filiceti
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Froth ball on Dryopteris fern stem
caused by the stem-boring larva



Cimbicidae

Abia sericea

Trichiosoma lucorum Cimbex femoratus



Diprionidae — conifer sawflies

Gilpinia hercyniae
Female

Neodiprion sertifer
Female top, male bottom

Diprion pini
Male top, female bottom



Allantus cinctus Eutomostethus ephippium



i~
Macrophya annulata Aglaostigma aucupariae
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Craesus septentrionalis Nematus bergmanni Amauronematus vittatus



Xiphydriidae Xyelidae

Xiphydria camelus Xyela julii



Sawfly larvae
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Caliroa annulipes - Periclista s.



Larval feeding habits
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Scolioneura betuleti Ardis sp. Hoplocampa testudinea




Identification keys
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a key to the adults of genera occurring in Britain
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Antennae Pattern of veins in the wings




Female saws Male penis valves
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Adult female Damaged apple fruitlets Ribbon scar on mature fruit



Plum sawfly (Hoplocampa flava)

Damaged frultlets - Adult female



Pear and cherry slugworm (Caliroa cerasi)
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Tugw&r larvae d fedingd mage Adult sawfly

Larvae on hawthorn, pear, cherry, plum, Chaenomeles, Cotoneaster,
Pyracantha
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Social pear sawfly (

Larvae on hawthorn, pear, cherry Adult



Rose leaf-rolling sawfly (Blennocampa phyllocolpa)

Female adult

Rose leaflets affected by rose leaf-rolling sawfly



Berberis sawfly (Arge berberidis)

g ‘. : Berberis sawfly female

Berberis sawfly larva

New to Britain circa 2000. Larvae on some deciduous Berberis, especially Berberis
thunbergii, also sometimes on Mahonia



Solomon’s seal sawfly (Phymatocera aterrima)
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Solomon’s seal sawfly larvae Adult sawfly



Iris sawfly (Rhadinoceraea micans)

Larvae

Larvae on waterside irises, eg Iris pseudacorus, I. ensata, I. versicolor, I. laevigata, I. spuria




Sycamore leaf-mining sawfly (Heterarthrus aceris)

Mines in sycamore leaf

Vacated mine with distinctive pupal cocoon area



Other Heterarthrus species

H. nemoralis on birch H. vagans on alder

H. ochropoda on aspen
H. microcephalus on willows
H. wuestneii on field maple



Geranium sawfly (Ametastegia carpini)

Larvae on wild and cultivated Geranium spp, not on Pelargonium



Palisade sawfly (Stauronematus platycerus)

The solitary larvae surround their feeding area with a “palisade’’ of white secretions.
Feeds on the leaves of aspen and poplars



Robinia sawfly (Nematus tibialis)

The solitary larvae eat rounded holes in the foliage of False Acacia, Robinia pseudoacacia



Aruncus sawfly (Nematus spiraeae)

The gregarious larvae can completely
defoliate Goat’s Beard, Aruncus dioicus



British Sawflies Recording Scheme website http://www.britishsawflies.org.uk

The National Sawfly Recorder is Guy Knight, Liverpool Museum
britishsawflies@liverpoolmuseums.org.uk

The web site is a work in progress and some of the links do not work
Useful information on the site includes —
* A garden sawfly recording scheme — concentrates on some easy-to-

identify species
* An alphabetical list of British and Irish sawflies

For a checklist (2014), see http://bdj.pensoft.net/articles.php?id=1168
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