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GREAT TITMOUSE (Parus major)—F. C. Gribble found an egg in a nest-box
at Stagsden, 14th February, which when broken appeared to be fresh and he
%ggestts) that this might have been laid in the warm spell of the previous

ecember.

i " NUTHATCH (Sirta europaea)—Reported during the breeding season from
Flitwick, Woburn Sands and parks at Luton Hoo, Woburn, Ampthill and
Southill. -Seen also during winter (M.O.).

FIELDFARE (Turdus pilaris)—Last emigrants: Bedford Sewage Farm and.
Caddington, 29th April (F.C.G. and D. and R.W.). First winter visitors (¢. 100)
i "Bedford Sewage Farm, 7th November (F.C.G.). Passage south-westwards over
v‘ Bedford Sewage Farm of 2,000-3,000 during cold spell, 12th December.

i ReDWING (Turdus musicus)—First winter visitors heard in passage over
Bedford, 20th October (D. and R.W.). Large numbers with Fieldfares again
! roosted on the Woburn Estate. A bird in freak plumage was seen at Queens
i Park, Bedford, 26th—27th January. It had a light buffish-grey back; fairly light
~ grey under rump, grey tail; normal eyestripe and red under wing; whitish
" breast, striated brown. It could fly well and was most conspicuous. The bird
was very tame and allowed the observer to approach within four feet (C.S.P.).

@. RRJn)er-OUZEL (Turdus torquatus)—One female, Arlesey pits, 27th April

BLACKBIRD (Turdus merula)—Two nests were found on the ground among
. Dogs Mercury in Putnoe Wood near Bedford, 24th April, and another on the
£ ground among nettles at Stagsden, 3rd May (B.S. and D.W.E.). A nest was
| found at Chiltern Green on 31st December, completed and ready for laying.
The hen bird had previously been observed carrying material.

1953 RecorDp: At Cobblers’ Field, Stagsden, a pair, when their nest had
been burned in a bramble patch, made a new nest on the ground, quite exposed
and conspicuous in the resultant pile of wood ashes. (D.W.E.). .

WHEATEAR (Oenanthe oenanthe)—Spring passage—March: one; Dunstable
Sewage Farm, 28th; April: three, Warden Hills, 4th; two Blows Downs, 7th;
i - one, Dunstable Sewage Farm, 10th; one Barton Hills, 11th, and another there,
i - 18th; one, Gt. Barford, 25th. May: three, Bedford, 1st; three, Gt. Barford,
! 6th; one, Turvey, 8th (almost certainly a bird of the Greenland race); two,
i Bedford Sewage Farm, 9th. No record of breeding during the season. Autumn
: passage—(All September): up to three, Cowshp Meadows, Luton, 10th, and
single birds seen intermittently during month in other parts of Luton; one,
} Dunstable Sewage Farm, 12th; two, Deacon Hill, 15th; one, Dunstable Sewage
| Farm, 25th (M.O.).
| STONECHAT (Saxicola torquata)—Female, Queens Park allotments, Bedford,
) ?It{h \XJf a)nuary (C.S.P.). Male, Coronation pit, Kempston Hardwick, 21st July

WHINCHAT (Saxicola rubetra)—First arrival (male) in company” with
Wheatears, Gt. Barford, 6th May. Breeding birds were present in the following
localities (number of nests found in brackets): two pairs, Bedford Sewage Farm
o (2), three young ringed; two pairs at Sundon dump; one pair, Coronation plt,
i Kempston Hardwick (1); two pairs Riddy Lane, Luton, and another pair,
New Bedford Road; two or three pairs near Dunstable, including the Downs,
and at least (3) nests found. Single bird seen also at Kempston allotments,
25th July; two, East Hyde, 8th July-14th September; one, Caddington, 27th
August; four, West Hyde, 1st September; one, Slip End, 1st September;
one, Luton Hoo, 17th September; up to four, Dunstable Sewage Farm, 26th
August-21st September (M.O.).

REDSTART (Phoenicurus phoenicurus)—First arrival, male, Su.ndon, 28th
April (D. and R.W.). Normal breeding distribution.

E Cl\élGHTINGALE (Luscinia megarhynchos)—First heard, Stagsden, Sth May

GRASSHOPPER-WARBLER (Locustella naevia)~—One seen and heard -near
Pepperstock, 30th May. Three or four heard in the Dunstable Downs area,
26th~30th June (H.C. and D. and R.W.). Two pairs located in the osier beds
south of St. Neots Bridge in Eaton Socon parish—new locality (C.F.T.).
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REED-WARBLER (Acrocephalus scirpaceus);Despite frequent visits to known
haunts none seen till 14th May when a pair was located at Willington. Floods
in June flattened reed beds and destroyed many nests.

SEDGE-WARBLER (Acrocephalus schoenobaenus)—First arrivals, two Flitwick
Moor, 28th April (D. and R.W.).

Bracrcar (Sylvia atricapilla)—First arrival, Biggleswade, 11th April
(S. H. Smith).

GARDEN-WARBLER (Sylwa borin)—Continues to be overlooked ‘Only two
reports received: one singing, Old Mills, Gt. Barford, 25th June; pair, Luton
Hoo, 29th July (F.C.G. and D. and R.W.).

WHITETHROAT (Sylvia communis)—First birds seen Luton, 25th April and
Bromham, 28th April (M.W. and F.C.G.).

LESSER WHITETHROAT (Sylvia curruca)—As in previous years this species
was again overlooked by the majority of observers—it is by no means uncommon
in the county. Last emigrant seen Luton, 1st and 2nd September (D. and R.W.),

WiLLOW-WARBLER (Phylloscopus trochilus)—TFirst arrivals heard, Flitwick,
22nd March (W.G.S.). Last emigrant, Bedford Sewage Farm, 19th September
(A.D.).

CHIFFCHAFF (Phylloscopus collybita)—First arrivals: Bromham and Clophill
Woods, 28th and Felmersham, 29th March (F.C.G., M.W. and Lady Wells).

WooD-WARBLER (Phylloscopus sibilatrix)—First heard singing, Sharpenhoe
Clappers, 30th May (V. H. Chambers). Two singing, Aspley Heath, 7th June
(J. R. Laundon). Reported also from Ampthill Park Wood, 30th June (V. H.
Chambers). One pair in usual territory near Eversholt (W.G.S.).

GOLDCREST (Regulus regulus)—Another species which is overlooked during
the breeding season. It can be heard in the numerous Conifer plantations all
along the Greensand Range. Nests are difficult to locate among the thousands
of densely packed trees. Large numbers were in the Aspley Guise area during
the winter (Rec.).

SrPor1TED FLYCATCHER (Muscicapa strmta)—-Flrst arrivals: Luton, 13th
and Gt. Barford, 14th May (M.W. and F.C.G.).

P1ep FLYCATCHER (Muscicapa hypoleuca)—One male, East Hyde, 23rd—24th
August (Miss Cole via D, and R:W.). Hen, in hedgerow, Burdelys Manor,
Stagsden, 25th August (D.W.E.). :

TREE-PIPIT (Anthus trivialis)—First arrival, Sundon, 28th April (D. and
R.W.). Also reported during the summer at Rowney Warren and Tingrith
(C.S.P. and F.C.G.).

GREY WAGTAIL (Motacilla cinera)—Qccasional birds reported as usual from
‘Waterways in winter months. A pair made an unsuccessful attempt to breed at
Holme Mills, Biggleswade in June (see article on p. 42) (M.O.).

YELLOW WAGTAIL (Motacilla flava flavissima)—First arrivals (10 males,
Bedford Sewage Farm, 10th April (F.C.G.). Bred in the following localities:
Wyboston gravel pits, probably at Arlesey pits, Bedford Sewage Farm, Dunstable
Sewage Farm and East Hyde Sewage Works. Last emigrants seen, Bedford
Sewage Farm, 2nd October (F.C.G.).

WAXWING (Bombycilla garrulus)—Two, Stagsden, 14th February (Rec.).

GREAT GREY SHRIKE (Lanius excubitor)—Male, Shillington, 6th March
(H.C.).

RED-BACKED SHRIKE (Lanius collurio)—At least 4-5 nests reported from
Warden Hills, Blows Downs and East Hyde—all in Luton area, Some young
were ringed (H.C., M.W., S.W.R. and D. and R.W.).

STARLING (Sturnus vulgaris)—Pure white albino seen at Oakley, 2nd January
(B.S.). Large winter roosts reported at Pavenham, Tempsford and Eversholt.

HawriNcH (Coccothraustes coccothraustes)—Only one report received: one
bird near New Mill End, 19th June (D. and R.W.).

GREENFINCH (Chloris chloris)—Largest winter flock reported (c. 200),
Chihern Green, 23rd January (H.O.).
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TwiTE (Carduelis flavirostris)—At least one, Dunstable Sewage Farm, 26th
August. A full description was supplied by the observers who also heard the
characteristic call note and thought they heard more than one bird on sub-
sequent days (D. and R.W.). )

- LESSER REDPOLL (Carduelis flammea cabaret)—Up to ten, Flitwick Moor,
16th January—30th March. All characters noted. c¢. 8, Bull Wood, Luton, 23rd
j]\in\l;;x)'y; ¢. 7, Heavens Wood, Luton, 17th October (D. and R.W., H.C. and

BrRAMBLING (Fringilla montifringilla)—Flocks widely scattered in winter
months, the largest parties being ¢. 150 at Bedford Sewage Farm, 10th January
(F.C.G.) and a reported roost of c. 200 with other finches in the large Coombe
at Pegsdon (M. F. M. Meiklejohn). Last emigrants: Stockwood, Luton, 16th
‘(ﬁ}\];irll (1)3 and R.W.). First winter arrivals: Heavens Wood, Luton, 17th October
‘ CORN-BUNTING (Emberiza calandra)—Present in all the usual breeding
areas where males were heard singing, with the additional new territories:
éi,ttle )Staughton and Wyboston pits (nest found 19th June) (F.C.G. and

F.T

REED-BUNTING (Emberiza schoeniculus)—In addition to the regular breeding
haunts, nests were found at East Hyde, Dunstable Sewage Farm and Sundon
rubbish dump by D. and R.W. (M.O.).

TREE SPARROW (Passer montanus)—The largest winter flock was one of
¢. 300 birds at Bedford Sewage Farm, 10th January. These were feeding on
several acres of weeds and dlsappeared when the land was ploughed (F.C.G.).

Henry A. S. Key

MAMMALS =

Despite frequent appeals little information is forthcoming concerning the
distribution of mammals in the county. Once again I appeal to members to
send me details of their observations on any species no matter how trivial the
report may seem. Notes on the distribution and numbers of the Rabbit will be
especially welcome.

Badger (Meles meles)—Our present knowledge indicates that the Greensand
ridge of central Bedfordshire probably holds a greater population of this species
than any other area. The sandy soil here facilitates the excavations of ‘setts’ and
the mounds of displaced earth are in many cases considerable, e.g. Rowney
Warren, near Shefford. By no means all the sites are in wooded country though
frequently some screen of timber seems to be preferred. During a field ex-
cursion near Houghton Conquest in February 1953 an excavation was discovered
in the open on the escarpment above Bury Farm. The Oolite area in the north
of the county seems also to be favoured and here again tunnelling is made easy
by certain sandy strata. There are several ‘setts’ in the Sharnbrook area and
others near Stagsden and Stevington. Valuable information concerning the
Badger in the chalk areas of south Bedfordshire has been received from David
White who has reported sites at Copt Hall, Gibraltar Farm and Bull Wood, all
of which are in or adjacent to the Luton Hoo estate.

Otter (Lutra lutra)—Otters are found not only on the main waterways
of the county but at several of the lakes; in fact visits from this animal may be
expected wherever there is a plentiful supply of fish. Otters travel great dis-
tances overland in search of prey. I shall be pleased to receive any information
concerning the whereabouts of ‘holts’ or lairs; any such communications will
be treated as confidential.

Rabbit (Oryctolagus cuniculus)—An epidemic of myxomatosis occurred in
the county (see page 20). In some areas it would seem to have completely
destroyed the population and the worst results have been in the sandy regions
through central Bedfordshire., Here the species flourished particularly before
the outbreak. By the end of the year a few unaffected rabbits were seen, but
the full effects cannot be ascertained until at least another summer has passed.

HENRY A, S. KEY
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Notes and Observations

BLUE TiT WITH DEFORMED BEAK

On 17th October 1954, we trapped in our garden at Luton a Blue Tit
which had a curiously deformed beak. On close examination it was found that
the upper mandible was over twice as long as the lower and curved right over it.
The bird was ringed and released. Previously it had been observed that in order
to feed the bird put its head on one side and fed through the side of the beak.
It was subsequently seen on 21st October.

DaAvip and RoGER WHITE

MORE MINOR EVILS OF A GARDEN IN LUTON

In 1953 (BEDFORDSHIRE NATURALIST, 7, 32-3) I recorded some minor pests
in a garden at Luton and their parasites. These parasites have since been
identified by the British Museum staff: the Hymenopteron parasitising the lilac
moth, Gracilaria syringella F., is Apanteles dilectus Haliday, and those from the
fly mining our daisies, Trypeta zoe Mg., belong to an unknown species of
Lamprotatus.

For the first time this year the leaves of our laburnum trees have been
mined by the larvae of a small black fly called Agromyza demeijeri Hendel. This
species is not given in Kloet & Hincks’ Gheck List of British Insects and was first
recorded from this country in 1944. The larva produces a very characteristic
mine in the leaflet, starting at one edge, then running round the tip of the leaf
and ending at the other edge, the larva following the edge of the leaf all the way
and the mine enlarging as the larva grows.

Another leaf miner, Phytomyza minuscula Gour., has occurred for some
years in the leaves of our columbines. The larvae of this fly form long serpentine
mines inside the leaf. The adult flies have been reared for the first time this
year. Previous attempts at breeding had been unsuccessful or only the flies’
parasite, a small Braconid, had emerged. Despite the presence of this parasite,
and sometimes only the parasitic larvae can be found if the mines are broken
open and examined, the fly continues to be common in the garden.

Most of the leaf mining Diptera belong to the family Agromyzidae but we
also have a gall midge, Dasyneura affinis Kieffer, that distorts the leaves of our
violet plants. The infected plant has swollen incurved leaves. Only some of the
plants appear to be regularly infected and others in a different part of the
garden remain free from infection.

A more spectacular evil is a large hairy hover fly called Merodon eguestris F.
which lives in the larval stage in Narcissus bulbs. The adult is often common in
May and June sunning itself on the paths and on the lawn of the garden. The
adults are very variable in colour at Luton. Typically the thorax is yellow haired
in front and black behind, and the abdomen is yellow with a black band across
the middle. Some individuals howeveér are yellow all over, variety narcissi F.,
or they have a completely black thorax and a black abdomen with a whitish tip,
variety validus Mg. All the individuals belong to the same species however.

We also suffer from the usual spectacular evils such as gooseberry sawfly
and codlin moth, but it is the animals that cause less damage in a garden that
pass unnoticed and are best recorded here. )

B. R. LAURENCE

FURTHER NOTES ON HARDWICK SPINNEY, STAGSDEN

Following the ecological survey carried out in 1953 (BEDFORDSHIRE
NATURALIST, 8, 1954, 28-31) the appended notes may be of interest.

Flowering Plants—Mr Guppy reports that no Enchanter’s Nightshade or
St. John’s Worts were found that year. Both have been represented on occasion
previously by odd plants found by myself though I could not find either during
1953, With regard to the reported absence of Forget-me-not I can only surmise
that one portion of the wood was worked insufficiently because the species was
relatively abundant in the 8.E. portion in previous years and occurred plentifuily
in 1954, Another notable omission was that of a single plant of Stinking
Hellebore or Setter-wort (Helleborus foetidus) which was flourishing among
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trailing ivy near the S.W. corner. Although this species is plentiful in the
neighbouring Whites Wood and adjacent hedgerows I felt that this specimen
must have been introduced artificially but I am assured by Mr D. W. Elliott
that as far as he knows this is not the case. Seeing that plants occur in many
hedgerows on the farm I wonder if they can have been propagated through the
agency of birds—yet I am not aware that these feed on any portion of the plant.

Birds—As Recorder I was not aware of the occurrence of the Redstart in
this spinney although occasional migrants have been reported in past years on
spring passage at the farm. Other species which have visited the wood during
the past have been the Sparrow Hawk, Kestrel*, Common Partridge, Moorhen*
(in brambles above a flooded ditch), Woodcock, Stock-Dove, Cuckoo, Greater
Spotted Woodpecker*, Rook, Magpie*, Jay*, Coal-Tit, Tree Creeper*, White-
throat* (an omission, it was heard singing on several occasions), Lesser White-
throat, Goldcrest, Pied Wagtail, Greenfinch* (an omission, a party was seen
feeding during the winter on hedgeérows), Linnet, Brambling and House
Sparrow. Those known to have nested are marked with an asterisk.

Mammals—The wood has been visited on several occasions in previous
years by Foxes, judging by the scent they left behind.

Finally a few years ago a freshly cast skin of a Grass Snake was found near
the hand gate at the ‘farm’ entrance to the spinney.

HENRY A, S. KEY

LATE LEAFING OF AsH TREES IN 1954

Considering that the Ash (Fraxinus excelsior) is a native tree, it is surprising
how sensitive it is to cold weather in the spring, and how frequently its young
shoots are damaged by late frosts. The cold spring of 1954, with air frosts
i)ersxstmg to the end of April, and even mto May in some places, retarded the

af-buds to such an extent that some trees in the north of the County were still
completely leafless at the end of May.

The flowering of introduced species such as Laburnum and Horse Chest-
riut was also greatly delayed in some cases, and it must be unusual to observe
them in flower in early June, about a month later than normally, simultaneously
with a few premature wild roses.

A. W. Gupry

PERSISTENCE OF Two PLANT SPECIES AT BROMHAM

Abbot’s Flora Bedfordiensis of 1798 records the Tansy (Tanacetum vulgare)
for Bromham Grange Farm. This species is, of course, fairly frequent on the
Greensand in mid-Bedfordshire, but only occasional in the north. For the past
three years, the writer has found it at Bromham, and in 1954 it appeared in a
gravelly field alongside the main Bedford-Northampton road barely 200 yards
from Bromham Grange. :

Another persistent Bromham species recorded by Abbot is the Soapwort
(Saponaria officinalis). A patch of this comes up regularly every year along the
main Bedford-Newport Pagnell road not far from Bromham ‘Swan’, and it is
to be hoped that recent road works there have not disturbed it in the same way
as the Vervain (Verbena officinalis). This used to occur with fair regularity on the
roadside near the junction of the Northampton and Newport Pagnell roads
(A.428 and A.422) at Thistley Green, but it has not been seen there since the

erection of a row of houses fronting the road during the past 15 to 20 years.
A. W. GupPY

GREY WAGTAILS NESTING IN BEDFORDSHIRE (see Frontispiece)

In the breeding season the haunt of the Grey Wagtail is usually mountain
streams where the water tumbles over the rocks and the birds build their nests in
crevices above the torrent, Occasionally however a pair will choose a rather
artificial site by a lowland waterway, such as a canal bank or the waterfall at an
outlet from a lake.:

This being the case I wish to place on record two instances of Grey Wagtails
nesting in Bedfordshire, one as far back as 1920 and the other during 1954.

In the former year G. T. Atchison, A. Dean and myself found a completed
nest in a timber sluice gate on the Ouse at Willington Locks, with the birds in
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attendance. The nest was tucked in the angle where a diagonal strut joined the
horizontal beam, safe above the water when the gate was wound up. It was as
yet empty. ‘Atchie’ was keen to photograph the nest when the eggs had been
laid, so we returned after an interval of a week or so only to find that the gate
had been lowered under the water and no signs of the birds.

The second instance occurred in 1954. About the middle of June while at
Holme Mills, Biggleswade, I observed a hen bird flying round the mili pool
feeding on insects but did not see a male. However, feeling that there might be
a pair of these birds because of the season of the year, I asked Mr S. Reay, the
mill manager, to keep a look out and inform me if he saw anything interesting
develop. On the 25th a message came that a pair of birds had been seen and
that they seemed attached to the vicinity of the outflow. The following day a
party, consisting of our Hon. Secretary and his wife, D. W. Elliott, F. C. Gribble
and myself, visited the mill where Mr Reay met us with the good news that he
had found the nest. It was built among vegetation growing from cracks in the
brick wall which flanked the west bank of the mill-pool. Through binoculars it
was obvious that the nest was almost completed and, after watching both birds
carrying lining material several times, we left so as not to disturb them.

During the next fortnight the eggs must have been laid, but from the mill
bridge it was impossible to see into the nest. However both birds were seen in
turn sitting on it and the change-over was witnessed more than once. The cock
would call to the hen from the parapet of the bridge wall and, when she had
slipped off down stream, he would fly over to take his turn w1th incubation.

Unfortunately nothing came of these efforts.. Whether or not the young
hatched is not known. Neither bird was seen to carry food to the nest. Suddenly
both birds were no longer seen. The nest on subsequent inspection was found
to be undisturbed but empty. Human interference was highly improbable.
Rats are believed to have been the cause because one had been seen on the ledge
where the crest of the wall abutted on to a timber office building.

Mr Reay left the mill about this time but the owners, Mr and Mrs Jordan,
who were intensely interested, kept a look out for the birds. When the party
re-visited the mill in July it was reported that both birds had re-appeared
although they did not appear to be interested in any site. There were sugges-
tions that a party of birds had been seen on the lawn on the south side of the
mill. This might have been a pair feeding fully fledged young.

It is hoped that the birds will return another season and nest successfully.

ALAN D, PENTLAND

Instances of the nesting of Grey Wagtails in the county are most irregular.
The late Jannion Steele Elliott in his Vertebrate Fauna of Bedfordshire (1897~
1901) reported on the authority of A. H. Hoar that the species nested in the canal
bank near Leighton Buzzard and on the evidence of C. F. Woods that nests
had been found occasionally at sites by the ponds in Woburn Park. Other
correspondents reported to him that they had never known the species to nest
in the county. As far as I have been able to ascertain Elliott at that time had no
personal knowledge of a nest within the county boundary. The catalogue of
his egg collection which is now in the Bedford Modern School museum and
contains clutches of almost all species known to have nested in Bedfordshire
has one page headed with the name of the species but no notes are inscribed
thereon.

When G. T. Atchison died his diary was deposited in the library of Bedford
School. For a time it appears to have been mislaid and on coming to light
revealed interesting data on the breeding of Grey Wagtails. On 20th May
1920 the diarist saw two fully fledged young just below the saw mill on the river
Ivel at Tempsford and the nest containing an addled egg was found in the mill
buildings. The nest mentioned by A. D. Pentland in the above Nores was
discovered on 5th June 1920. On the following day a pair of birds was also seen
at the next lock downstream—OQOld Mills—between Willington and Gt. Barford,
by J. S. Elliott, N. G. Mumford and A. Dean. On 8th April 1921, S. C. Sinclair
found a nest with ﬂve newly laid eggs at Willington Lock, but no other particulars
are given.
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About 1940 a pair of Grey Wagtails are stated to have bred in the wall of the
mill sluice at Castle Mills, Goldington. I am indebted to J. A. D’E. Miller for
this information. A pair was present during the summer of 1950 at Kempston
Mill where a search of the buildings and environs yielded nothing. During the
spring of the same year and again during the autumn a bird was seen near Holme
Mills, the locality reported above.—RECORDER.]

ABSTRACTS OF LITERATURE ON
BEDFORDSHIRE NATURAL HISTORY FOR 1954

BrrTisH BIRDs. Vol. 47 (1954).

(a) ‘Moorhen taking Fish’, by F. C. Gribble and E. G. Eeles, No. 3, p. 84.
Feeding habits of a Moorhen at Crawley Mill, Woburn.

(b) ‘Little Ringed Plover’, by E. R. Parrinder, No. 6, p. 202. Details of
occurrences in the County.

(c) ‘Réport on Bird-Ringing for 1952°, No. 11, pp. 391-2. (i) Starling
ringed in Bedford by Bedford School Natural History Society on 29.10.5
recovered at Landsmeer, The Netherlands, on 30.5.53. (ii) Greenfinch ringed
at Wellesbourne, Warwickshire, on 3.2.53 recovered at Flitwick on 2.5.53.

BEDFORDSHIRE MAGAZINE. Vol. 4.

(a). “The Wild Flowers of Bedfordshire’, by Clifford Culshaw, No. 27
(Winter 1953-54), pp. 115-18. A review of the new Flora of Bedfordshire by
F. G. Dony.

(b) ‘Birds in a Town Garden,’ by Douglas McLay, No. 29 (Summer 1954),
p. 210. Describes birds seen in a Bedford garden.

ENTOMOLOGISTS’ RECORD. Vol. 65 (1953). .
‘Culicoides in. Bedfordshire’, by B. R. Laurence, p. 60. Records three species
from Woburn, two of which have only recently been described.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON. Vol. 123 (1954).
‘Some new and rare species of Acarina’, by G. O. Evans, pp. 793-811.

ANNALS AND MAGAZINE OF NATURAL HisToRrY. Vol. 5 (1953).

(a) ‘“Terrestrial Acari new to Britain’, by G. O. Evans, pp. 3341 and
660-75.

(b) ‘British Mites of the genus Brachychthonius Berl. 1910°, by G. O. Evans,
pp. 227-39.

These last three papers record several species of mites from Ampthill and
Woburn, including a new species named by Evans as Lorryia bedfordiensis. -

THE LIBRARY

All books and contemporary literature have been checked. No books are
missing and the whereabouts of some strayed pamphlets have been traced. Itis
essential that borrowers should sign out for all literature. Pencil and signing-out
chart are on the back of the library door.

It was arranged at a Council meeting and approved by the Annual General
Meeting that in future all contributions to the hbrary should be addressed to
the Hon, Librarian so that no delay should occur in entering and classifying

new vaulSlthnS

Additions to the library include the following gifts which are gratefully
acknowledged: 10 reprints of papers dealing with the Sawflies of Bedfordshire
from V. H. Chambers; a collection of books, periodicals and an herbarium
consisting of three portfolios and a book of pressed seaweeds from H. F. Barnes
on his departure from Bedford; and a book each from Miss A L. Cooper and
Mrs Lucas.

Space precludes the detailed enumeration of these presentations, but they
are all catalogued.

Dr Barnes also handed. in to the care of the Society Ray Palmer s collection
of Bedfordshire and north Hertfordshire plant galls.

ELsIE PROCTOR, Hon. Librarian
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BOOK REVIEWS

Parrots and Parrot-like Birds. By The Duke of Bedford. [Pp. 210, with
4 coloured plates and 16 figures.] (Wisconsin: All Pets Books Inc and
London: Bailey Bros & Swinfen Ltd. 1954. Price 48s. )

The Author is careful to explain that the book is not meant to be a complete
monograph but an attempt to include the majority of those species that have been
imported or kept in confinement. Nevertheless, as those omitted are species
which from their delicacy are unlikely to survive in captivity, the book can be
said very adequately to cover the requirements of all persons wishing to keep
any of this interesting family of birds in this country.

The family is divided into eighteen well-defined groups, each dealt with by
a separate chapter and the Author, with that quiet authority which. comes from
years of practical experience, carefully describes the characteristics of each,
their good points and bad, and all those small differences of treatment or feeding
that mean so much if success is to be obtained. The Author is not afraid of
admitting mistakes but is justifiably proud of his successes. He recounts many
of his own experiences as well as those of friends.’

The chapter on Parrot Diseases is contributed by Dr Ddvid Coffin. Itisa
valuable addition to the book, clearly written in readily intelligible language.
The remarks on Psittacosis should clear up much of the misunderstanding
which exists on this disease.

The notes on Breeding are worth careful study, whilst the two chapters on
Cages and Aviaries are of particular value.” The Author criticises the conditions
in which many birds are kept and those chapters might with advantage be read
by all who keep birds in captivity and not only those who keep parrots.

The illustrations are excellent and the whole book most readable, although
marred by errors in production. Spelling mistakes may be forgiven in cheap
fiction but are inexcusable in a book of scientific character. The spelling of
‘aviaries’ throughout chapters 1 and 2 is inconsistent, whilst that of the heading
of chapter 14 quite unforgivable. GR

F.G.R.S:

Badgers Year. By F. Howard Lancum, M.B.E., F.L.S. [Pp. 71, with 24 plates]
(London: Crosby, Lockwood & Sons, Ltd. 1954. Price 6s. 6d. net.)

It is doubtful if any of our native mammals has been the subject of such
sustained but unjust calumny as the badger. Campaigns of innuendo by the
foxhunting community over many years have sought to blame the unfortunate
animal for much of the destruction and damage done by the fox whilst the most
fantastic crimes have been advanced to justify the barbarous practice of badger
digging.

In the present little volume Mr Lancum, an experienced field naturalist,
describes a year’s work on badgers in a Devon wood. With a self-effacing
modesty he. tells of his patient vigils in a rough hide near their home; starting
in early spring and carrying on steadily throughout the following summer,
autumn and winter. Night after night in good weather and bad, in rain, snow
and frost, the watch was kept and the results carefully recorded We read of
their courtship and family life, their food and their scrupulous cleanliness.
There are some unique photographs and the tailpiece sketches should not be
overlooked.

The Author admits that, from time to time, a badger w1ll turn rogue but
makes it clear that the great majority live blameless and indeed useful lives, and
that many of the accusations levelled against them are without the slightest
foundation.

It is a most interesting httle book, a simple record of facts noted and it is to
be hoped that it will encourage other field naturahsts to undertake work of a
similar character.

F.GR.S:
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Plants without Flowers. By Harold Bastin. [Pp. 146 with frontispiece in colour,
20 photogravure plates and 10 pages of line drawings.] (London:
Hutchinson & Co. Ltd. 1955. Price 16s. net.)

In this book, that quickly follows on the heels of his popular introduction
to entomology—Freaks and Marvels of Insect Life—Mr Bastin has made a
successful attempt to fill a rather conspicuous gap in books on natural history
by providing a simply written yet authoritative account of that section of the
Vegetable Kingdom in which flowers, as such, are entirely absent.

After a necessarily speculative survey of the earliest forms of life, the author
has a chapter on the slime-fungi or fungus-animals and bacteria. Successive
chapters are then devoted to the algae, the lichens, the true fungi, mosses and
liverworts, the ferns, fern allies, horsetails and the club-mosses. There are
numerous excellent line drawings and photographs which greatly increase the
value of the text and will be of great assistance to the field naturalist. This
enthralling book is completed by a glossary, a bibliography and an index.

It would be invidious to single out any particular chapter for special mention
as each is a model of clear writing, full of information and fascination. It is
indeed surprising that comparatively few naturalists have hitherto been
interested in the legion and almost infinite variety of plants without flowers—
perhaps it has been the lack of such a book as this to whet the youthful appetite,
literally and metaphorically—but now there is no excuse. A copy of this book,
for which Mr Bastin deserves the thanks of all naturalists, should be in the
library of all natural history societies and, one would go so far as to say, in all.
public libraries. But many individuals will prefer to have a copy of their own.

THE EDITOR

LIST OF MEMBERS
of the ‘
Bedfordshire Natural History Society and Field Club
a Associate ¢ Corporate Member j Junior Member s Student Member

Abbiss, T, W. J., 42 Chapel Road, Flitwick, Beds.
"Adams, J. C., 62 Trinity Road, Limbury, Luton, Beds.
Allen, Mrs M. E., 27 Shakespeare Road, Bedford.
jApthorpe, D. R., 131 London Road, Luton, Beds.
Apthorpe, Dr R. G., 131 London Road, Luton, Beds.
jArmitage, D. J., 19 Goldington Green, Goldington
Ashford, Miss M. E., 40 West Common, Harpenden, Herts.
Atkinson, C. L., ‘Timberlands’, Bromham, Beds.
Aylwin-Foster, Lt Col E. W. F 17 Shaftesbury Avenue, Bedford
Bagshawe, T. W., F.5.A., F.M.A., F.R.Hist.S., Angmering House, Angmering-
on-Sea, East Preston, Sussex
Barnes, H. F., M.A., Ph.D., 21 Carisbrooke Road, Harpenden, Herts.
Barratt, W. G., 34 Knoll Rise, Luton, Beds.
Bates, Miss F., 47 Milton Road, Luton, Beds.
aBates, Miss I. C., 47 Milton Road, Luton, Beds.
Bates, P. S., Whipsnade Park, Dunstable, Beds.
Battcock, Col. G. A., Stayesmore Manor, Carlton, Beds.
Battcock, Miss H. V., Stayesmore Manor, Carlton, Beds.
cBedford High School, per Miss J. Nicholls, Bromham Road, Bedford
cBedford Modern School Field Club, Harpur Street, Bedford
¢Bedford Physical Training College, 37 Lansdowne Road, Bedford
" cBedford School Natural History Society, Bedford School, Bedford
cBedford Training College, 14 The Crescent, Bedford
cBedfordshire County Libraries, The Embankment, Bedford
c44th Bedfordshire (Hinwick) Troop, Boy Scouts Association, c/o I. M. G.
Graham, Esq., Elstow Lodge, Nr Bedford
Bell, Mrs B. M.; Clematis Cottage, Plummers Lane, Haynes, Beds.



LIST OF MEMBERS 47

cBletchley Park Training College, Bletchley, Bucks.
BONNETT, W. H., Bedford Road, Stagsden, Beds. (Honorary Life Member)
aBrandon, Miss 1., 24 Clapham Road, Bedford
Brightman, A. G Water End Farm, Maulden, Beds.
jBurgess, 7. C., 17 Fountains Road, Luton, Beds.
Cave, Miss E., Cave’s Lane, Goldington Road, Bedford
Chambers, V. H B.Sc., Ph.D.; AR.C.S., D.I.C.; M.S.B.E., 47 Westbourne Road,
Luton, Beds.
Champkin, W. J., 17 Dudley Street, Bedford
Classey, H. J., 12 Allen Close, Queens Park, Bedford
Classey, Mrs M., 12 Allen Close, Queens Park, Bedford
Coales, W. D., B.sc., 77 Great Northern Road, Dunstable
Collison, Miss P. M., 7 Lodge Avenue, Kempston
jColbert, P. J., 2 Commercial Road, Bedford :
Cole, Mrs A., 160 High Road, Woodford, Wells, Essex
Cole, Miss E. G., 160 High Road, Woodford Wells, Essex
Cole, H., 178 Cutenhoe Road, Luton, Beds.
Collier, Mrs A. E., Oakwood, Ichnield Way, Luton, Beds.
Collier, A. A., Oakwood, Ichnield Way, Luton, Beds.
aColtman, Mrs E. A., 18 Brereton Road, Bedford
Cook, R. H. F., 11 High Street, Bedford
Cooper, Miss A. L., Priory Hospital, Dunstable, Beds.
Cox, Miss S., 107 Marsh Road, Luton
Crisp, C. M., Milton House, 16 Stepplingley Road, Flitwick, Beds.
Crummie, Miss M. J., The Mews, 24 Bromham Road Biddenham, Bedford
Crummie, M. H., 20 Harewood Road, Bedford
aCunningham, E. H., Frithesdon Rise Cottage, Ridgeway, Ashridge Park,
Berkhamstead, Herts.
Curle, Miss J., B.Sc., 2 Westbank, Aspley Guise, Bletchley, Bucks.
Daw, R., Houghton Park, Ampthﬂl Beds.
Day, Miss E. M., B.E.M., 14 Spenser Road, Bedford
Day, Miss G. H., 105 High Street, Harrold, Beds.
aDillingham, Mrs FE. M., The Willows, Biddenham, Bedford
Dillingham, G., The Willows, Biddenham, Bedford
Dony, J. G., Ph.D., 41 Somerset Avenue, Luton, Beds.
jDring, G. J., 117 Mlle Road, Bedford
Duncan, M1ss R. E. A., 5 Felstead Close, Luton, Beds.
aDunn, Mrs A. A., 5 The Avenue, Flitwick, Beds. ‘
Dunn, J. S., B.Sc., 5 The Avenue, Flitwick, Beds.
aDurant, Mrs A. J., 45 Ford End Road, Bedford
jDurant, Miss V. A 45 Ford End Road, Bedford
Durant, W., 45 Ford End Road, Bedford
aDymond, A. J., 27 Wendover Drive, Bedford
Dymond, J. M., 27 Wendover Dyive, Bedford
aDymond, M. F., 27 Wendover Drive, Bedford
jDymond, Miss J. M., 27 Wendover Drive, Bedford
jDymond, Miss N. J., 27 Wendover Drive, Bedford
Elliott, D. W., Burdelys Manor, Stagsden, Bedford
Felce, Mrs D. E., Sheiloan Moor End, Bromham, Bedford
Felce, H. C. M., Sheiloan, Moor End, Bromham, Bedford
Felce, Miss S. E., Sheiloan, Moor End, Bromham, Bedford
Fisher, J. M. McC., m.A., The Old Rectory, Ashton, Nr Northampton
Garratt, Mrs B. E. M., High Chimneys, Battle, Sussex
Gatward, W. P., Barclays Bank House, Harpenden, Herts.
Gilchrist, A., Meadway Hostel, Dunstable, Beds.
Gilmore, J., M.A., F.L.S., Cory Lodge, Hills Road, Cambridge
Godber, Miss J., M.A., Willington Manor, Bedford
Goode, The Rev. R. H., Marston Morteyne Rectory, Beds.
aGoosey, Mrs L. M., 50 Chaucer Road, Bedford '
Goosey, R. G., 50 Chaucer Road, Bedford
Graham, Miss M. D., 37 Lansdowne Road, Bedford
Green, C. F., Park Farm, Stevington, Beds.
Greenwood, R. H., 168 Hurst Grove, Bedford



48 : LIST OF MEMBERS

Gribble, F. C., 42 The Grove, Bedford
aGribble, Miss G., 42 The Grove, Bedford
aGribble, Mrs M., 42 The Grove, Bedford
Guppy, A. W., B.Sc., A.M.I.Mech.E., White Larch, Grange Lane, Bromham
‘Halkett, Mrs V. M. G., 24 Shakespeare Road, Bedford
aHancock, Miss R.; 56 Bower Street, Bedford :
aHancock;, Mrs, 56 Bower Street, Bedford
Harper, W. G., 3 Manton Drive, Luton
aHarper, H. L., 3 Manton Drive, Luton
jHarper, J. F., 3 Manton Drive, Luton
jHarper, G. H., 3 Manton Drive, Luton
aHaylock, Mrs E. M., 56 Bedford Road, Kempston, Bedford
Haylock, W., 56 Bedford Road, Kempston, Bedford
Henman, W. L., Bury End, Stagsden, Beds.
. Herring, Miss E., 30 Days Lane, Biddenham, Bedford
Herring, Miss V., 30 Days Lane, Biddenham, Bedford
Holdsworth, K., Box 8, R.E.U., R.A.F. Henlow
Hudson, W. A., 17 The Dells Lane, Biggleswade, Beds.
Hutchinson, Mrs G., Old Mill House, Haynes, Beds.
Israel, Miss E. R. 1., Hill House, Edlesborough, Nr Dunstable, Beds.
Jarvis, C. MacKechnie, F.L.S., Sussex House, Parkside, Wimbledon
aJeffreys, Mrs C. N., 65 Chaucer Road, Bedford
Jeffreys, Dr D. M., 65 Chaucer Road, Bedford
Jenkins, A. R., Selborne, Woolgrove Road, Hitchin, Herts.
Jones, S.; 9 Hurst Way, Luton, Beds.
Keens, Mrs H. M., 2 Mayne Avenue, Leagrave, Luton, Beds.
Key, A. H. S., M.P.S., 615 Goldington Road, Bedford
aKey, Mrs O. G., 61b Goldington Road, Bedford
Knight; E. F., 20 Cutliffe Grove, Bedford
aKnight, K. A., 34 Albany Road, Leighton Buzzard
Kubhlicke, F. W., Trinity Close, The Crescent, Bedford
Lamb, E. C., Kendall Hill, Sharnbrook, Beds.
Lanaway, Mrs M., 49 The Grove, Bedford
Laurence, B. R., B.sc., Ph.D., 4 Princes Garth, London Road, Forest Hill,
London, S.E.23 .
cLeagrave Press, The, Luton, Beds.
alechler, Miss L. M. L., 33 De Parys Avenue, Bedford
alee, Mrs E., Cox Green, Kings Walden, Herts.
aleigh, Mrs S. M., 4 Irwin Road, Bedford
Lennox-Boyd, A. T., M.P., 34 Chapel St., Belgrave Square, London, S.W.1
cLetchworth Naturalists’ Society, 5 Souberie Avenue, Letchworth
Lines, G. R., 4 Rye Hill, Cromwell Hill, Luton, Beds.
jLivett, A. J., 8 Greenhill Avenue, Luton, Beds.
Lloyd, Dr F. S., High Chimneys, Battle, Sussex
Lowett, J. F., 26 Spenceley Road, Westoning, Beds.
Lucas, Mrs C. M., 20 Clapham Road, Bedford
Lucas, E., 20 Clapham Road, Bedford
cLuton Public Libraries, Central Library, George Street, Luton, Beds.
cLuton Public Museum, Wardown Park, Luton, Beds.
Lyddon, Miss M. E., 258 Old Bedford Road, Luton
aMaberly, Miss E. V., 11a Pemberley Avenue, Bedford
Mander, Sir Frederick, M.A., B.Sc.,”The Wainholm, Toddington, Beds.
Marshall, D. H., 15 Hartingdon Street, Bedford
Manning, Mrs C., Middle Farm, Streatley, Luton, Beds.
. Manning, F. J., Middle Farm, Streatley, Luton, Beds.
Martin, Miss B. S., 37 Lansdowne Road, Bedford
Mayhew, Miss E. M., St. Audries, Grange Lane, Bromham, Bedford
Metcalfe, Mrs D. E., 2 Goldington Road, Bedford
Metcalfe, Dr. G. A., M.A., M.B., 2 Goldington Road, Bedford
aMickle, Mrs F. M.; 22 Clapham Road, Bedford
Milne-Redhead, E., M.A., F.L.S., 7 Ashley Gardens, Petersham, Surrey
sMitchell, Miss J., 15 Winifred Road, Bedford
aMortimer, Mrs E. M., 5 The Avenue, Bedford



LIST OF MEMBERS 49

Moss, G. H. C., 27 Waller Avenue, Luton, Beds.
Neave, Miss C., 56 Rosamond Road, Bedford
Nicholls, Miss J. M., 14¢ Lansdowne Road, Bedford
aNorth, Miss B. M., Thorpe, 5 Bowers Way, Harpenden, Herts.
Oakden, Mrs D., 10 Lansdowne Road, Bedford
Oldfield, A. G., Church Close, Oakley, Beds.
sOldrey, A. D. G., The Laws House, Turvey, Beds.
Pain, Miss K. A., Moorfield, Carlton, Beds.
Palmer, Mrs E. P., Half-acre, Rose Hill, Penzance
Palmer, R., F.R.E.S., Half-acre, Rose Hill, Penzance
Parr, Miss J. M., 15 Waterloo Road, Bedford
Parr, Miss S. M., 15 Waterloo Road, Bedford
Parry, F/O J. M., Cadets Mess, R.A.F., Henlow
Payne, C. S., 37 Stuart Road, Kempston
Pearce, R. L., 14 Aspley Hill, Woburn Sands, Bletchley, Bucks.
Pearse, T., Box 159, Comox, B.C., Canada
Pentland, A. D., 32 Putnoe Lane,; Bedford
jPentland, D. A., 32 Putnoe Lane, Bedford
Pierce, J. E., Millfield, Gravel Path, Berkhamsted, Herts.
Piercy, Miss, Clifton Cottage, Clifton, Beds.
Piercy, R. K. C., Clifton Cottage, Clifton, Beds.
Piercy, Mrs R. M., Clifton Cottage, Clifton, Beds.
Piercy, W. E. K., B.sc., Clifton Cottage, Clifton, Beds.
Pike, O. G., F.R.P.S., M.B.0.U.,, The Warren, Billington Road, Leighton
Buzzard, Beds.
sPlummer, G., 13 The Baulk, Biggleswade, Beds.
aProbyn-Tillard, Mrs L. F., 33 De Parys Avenue, Bedford
Proctor, Miss E., B.sc., 253 Goldington Road, Bedford
Proom, Miss, 78a High Street, Kempston
Pugh, Miss M. R., Grange Corner, Bromham, Bedford
aPurkli’sI, Miss E. J., New Cottage, Caddington Hall, Markyate, St. Albans,
erts.
Reid, D. A., The Herbarium, Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, Surrey
Richmond, J. T., 230 Stockingstone Road, Luton, Beds.
aRodell, Mrs M., 227 Beechwood Road, Luton, Beds.
aRodell, S. A., 93 Ridgway Road, Luton, Beds.
- Rodell, S. W., 227 Beechwood Road, Luton, Beds.
Rooth, Miss M. E., 49 The Grove, Bedford
Ross, Miss M., High Hedges, Harrold
cRothI:iImsted Bird Group, Rothamsted Experimental Station, Harpenden,
erts.
Roue, W. F., 15 Silver Street, Bedford
Sargent, H. B 1 Regents Street, Dunstable
aScherbatoff, sts H., Thorpe, 5 Bowers Way, Harpenden, Herts.
Sharman, Mrs V. M 41 Foster Street, Bedford
Sharpe, W. G., 6 H1gh Street, Flitwick, Beds.
Sillar, Miss P. B 32 Castle Road, Bedford )
Sinclair, Mrs F., 23a De Parys Avenue, Bedford
Skinner, Mrs S. M., Bromham Hall, Bedford
Smith, M. W. P., 166 Bromham Road, Bedford
Smith, S. H., 69 Laburnam Road, Biggleswade, Beds.
aSoper, Mrs D. 1., The Briars, Bromham Park, Nr Bedford
Soper, F. G. R., The Briars, Bromham Park, Nr Bedford
aSoper, Miss P. M., The Briars, Bromham Park, Nr Bedford
Southon, A. M., 67 Beverley Crescent, Bedford
Southon, H. A. W., 67 Beverley Crescent, Bedford
Southan, Mrs N. H., 67 Beverley Crescent, Bedford
Speed, L. A., 226 Goldington Road, Bedford
aStansfield, Mrs L. A., The Pines, 20 High Street, Flitwick, Beds.
Stansfield, G. H., The Pines, 20 High Street, Flitwick, Beds.
Steer, Dr C., M.B., B.S., 10 St. Augustine’s Road, Bedford
sStephen, J. D., 31 Montrose Avenue, Luton, Beds.
Stephens, C. B., Bank House, Ampthill, Beds.



50 LIST OF MEMBERS

Stewart, Miss J. E., 17 Chaucer Road, Bedford
aStubbs, Mrs E. J., ‘Hadrians’, Pyebush Lane, Beaconsfield, Bucks.
Stubbs, L. W., ‘Hadrians’, Pyebush Lane, Beaconsfield, Bucks.
Sturton, Mrs M. E. P., 15 Rothsay Road, Bedford
Tattam, Miss G. M., 23 Kingsbrooke Road, Bedford
Taylor, Mrs S. E., St. Matthews Vicarage, Oxhey, Watford
Tebbutt, C. F., The Ferns, Eynesbury, St. Neots, Hunts.
Thomson, Mrs E., Teazels, Renhold, Bedford
Thomson, G., Teazles, Renhold, Bedford
Tideswell, Miss E. M., 48 Higham Road, Rushden, Northants.
sTurner, R. D., Walnut Lea, Lidlington, Beds.
Verdcourt, B., B.Sc., E.A.R. and F.R.O., P.O. Box 5166, Nairobi, Kenya
Colony, Africa
Voyce, Mrs G. M., 28 Cutcliffe Place, Bedford
Voyece, J. J., 28 Cutcliffe Place, Bedford
Wade, Mrs E. L., Bryant Cottage, Dean, Huntingdon
Wade, R. J., 74 Hitchin Street, Biggleswade, Beds.
Wadelin, Miss B. E. M., 54 Bower Street, Bedford
Wall, E. S., 18 Avondale Road, Luton, Beds.
Wallis, Miss J., 1 Kimbolton Road, Bedford
aWalters, J., 65 Ditmas Avenue, Kempston, Bedford
aWalters, Mrs M. E., 65 Ditmas Avenue, Kempston, Bedford
Wattley, Miss E., Briar Cottage, Stagsden, Bedford
Weller, Miss B., Timberclose, Church Lane, Biddenham, Bedford
aWeller, H. J., Timberclose, Church Lane, Biddenham, Bedford
aWells, Miss D. E. J., 5 Ivy Road, Bedford .
Wells, Lady Dorothy, Felmersham Grange, Nr Bedford
West, B. B., 37 Cardington Road, Bedford
West, K. E., 37 Cardington Road, Bedford
aWest, Mrs M. S., 37 Cardington Road, Bedford
White, C. J., 8 The Avenue, Bedford
sWhite, D. J., 21 Whitehill Avenue, Luton, Beds.
White, F., 30 Southill Village, Biggleswade, Beds.
7 White, R. J., 21 Whitehill Avenue, Luton, Beds.
Whitmore, Mrs C. N., The Spinney, Days Lane, Biddenham, Bedford -
Whitmore, Dr. H., The Spinney, Days Lane, Biddenham, Bedford
aWhitaker, M. J., 93 Wendover Drive, Bedford
aWhymant, R. P., 10, Whipperley Way, Luton
Wilson, W., 226 Ampthill Road, Bedford
Wooléerrlz, D. E., Freshfield, Stag Lane, Gt. Kings Hill, High Wycombe,
ucks. .
Wortley, M. D., 375 New Bedford Road, Luton, Beds.
Young, Major E. V., West Point, Pavenham



NATURAL HISTORY STUDY

The University of London awards a Certificate of Proficiency in
Natural History. The Certificate was formerly restricted to teachers,
but other persons interested in the study of living things in their natural
habitats may now be admitted. The work involves a directed course of
private reading at home, attendance at a practical course of four weeks®
duration in the spring and summer, an approved plan of field~-work
suited to the student’s locality to be written up in the form of an essay
and examinations.

Students wishing to begin their directed course of reading may
apply at any time before 30th November for registration with a view
to attending next year’s practical course, which will be held at the
Flatford Mill Field Centre of the Council for the Promotion of Field
Studies (East Bergholt, near Colchester) during one week in the
spring (4th-11th April) and three weeks in the summer (25th July-
15th August) of 1956.

The regulations and application form may be obtained from the
Secretary, Natural History Certificate Course, Department of Extra-
Mural Studies, University of London, Senate House, London, W.C.1.
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5s. 0d. Associate members (do not receive the Soc1etys
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Ist January in each year. These should be sent to
The Honorary Treasurer,
J. M. DYMOND,
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NOTICE TO CONTRIBUTORS

The Editorial Committee welcomes suitable contributions on the
natural history of the County for publication in THE BEDFORDSHIRE '
~ NATURALIST. Short paragraphs from members about their own
observations of general interest are specially desired. All materjal
should be typewritten in double spacing on one side of the paper only,
or written very legibly. Illustrations should not be prepared before
consultation with the Editor.

Contributions to be considered for publication in the next issue
should be sent to the Honorary Editor by 31st January 1956.

SETS OF THE JOURNAL

Complete sets of the JournaL (Nos. 1-8) are now obtainable,
price thirty-five shillings, from the Hon. Editor. Single copies remain
at five shillings each.

LIBRARY

All presentations, gifts of books and journals, as well as exchanges
should be sent direct to
The Honorary Librarian,

Miss E. PROCTOR, B.sc.,
The Nature Room,
4 The Avenue, Bedford.



