DRAGONFLY REPORT FOR THE YEAR 2010
We are considering 2010 as the start of a new decade, so the earlier database will be close and we start a new tranche of records. So how did the decade finish? Well it is best described as steady and not spectacular. All the usual 21 species were present and recorded as breeding by either Ovipositing or by Emergence, but there were no migrants or colonists as in some previous years. Between the years 2006 & 2009 the migrant Red–veined Darter was recorded from two or three sites and as breeding at one of these sites, but sadly there was no sign of them in 2010. However the were several new migrant species not far away on the coasts of the Thames Estuary and a photograph of a Southern Migrant Hawker by our own Martin Palmer appeared on the cover of the British Dragonfly Society magazine, so with Climate Change, such species could be in Bedfordshire in two hours or so!  It should be noted that we do not classify the Small Red-eyed Damselfly any longer as a migrant, but now as a Bedfordshire resident.
The year started as usual with a Large Red Damselfly on the 17th April and finished again as usual on the 19th November with a Common Darter, both dates being within a few days of the 2009 dates. During the year we received 2081 records from 70 people, which is more records from fewer people than in 2009.    
Our scarcest species was the Scarce Chaser with only 10 records, all from only 1x10Km square and 4x1Km squares. Then came the Downy Emerald with 22 records from again only 1x10Km square and 4x1Km squares. Our most common species was the aptly named Common Darter with 200 records from 14x1Km squares and 61x1Km squares. The Large Red Damselfly by comparison had 189 records from 13x10 Km squares and 47x1Km squares. We plan to have a special drive on this species in 2011, to get records in as many 1km squares as possible, with an up to date map on the BNHS Website, so that is the challenge for the coming year.  An odd situation evolved for the Blue-tailed Damselfly in 2010. This is normally our most widespread species, occurring in most sites, flying in poor weather conditions and fairly tolerant of pollution. In 2009 we had 144 records from 29th April to the 16th November and in 2010 we had a few more records but from 28th April to only the 7th September.  However the main point is that the Blue-tailed Damselfly was recorded in very low numbers at most sites, although no reason is obvious as other species emerging at similar times did not show a similar decline.
The British Dragonfly Society is in the process of collecting records for the whole of Great Britain, to publish an Atlas in 2012, edited and written in large part by our own Steve Cham. This will be similar to the well known Butterfly Atlas. Please make every effort to get records from all 10 Km squares possible and that means from all over the country. These can be entered on the BDS Website or sent to us and we will send them onto the BDS.  The BDS is also reissuing its Website from the 5th of April 2011 and it will be better for seeing up to date news, national sightings and dragonfly meetings around the country.
A big ‘Thank You’ to last years 70 recorders and get ready for another dragonfly filled year.       
